


Wood reuse and biomass replacement policy:
Approximately 47 trees of various sizes were 

removed to create space for this building.  As part of 

Dalhousie’s natural environment policy and guidelines, 

an equal amount of biomass needed to be replaced. 

Money for this replacement was calculated and 

provided to replant biomass material on campus 

(trees and shrubs). The trees that were removed were 

shipped to a local non-profit organization. Some of this 

wood (oak, maple, birch) was dried in a solar kiln. This 

wood was used to create five benches in the Ocean 

Sciences Building atrium.

Energy:
Sea water is pumped from the northwest arm to 

be used in research.  Pumps and fan motors are 

‘premium efficiency’.  The chilled beam HVAC system 

reduces energy consumption using conditioned outdoor 

air ducted from a central system and chilled water to 

condition air in the building. The air and the water are 

supplied at higher temperatures than a conventional 

system which makes chilled beam more efficient and 

the spaces it conditions more comfortable. Heat is also 

recovered from exhaust air.  Controls on fume hoods 

and motors use Variable Frequency Drives so that 

the appropriate power can be supplied for a function 

rather that running a motor 100% power all the time.

Green Cleaning and Waste Management:
Green cleaning products and practices outlined in 

Dalhousie’s green cleaning policy are used in the 

building.  Four-bin waste management systems are 

used throughout the building (paper, recyclables, 

organics, and waste). Universal and hazardous waste 

are also collected and recycled where possible.

Green building education:
A green building video highlights green features of the 

Ocean Sciences Building.  Green features information are 

included in the Campus Sustainability Tour map. Green 

building tours of this building are provided.

Other relevant building features include preferred parking 

for car-pooling, native species landscaping to provide 

biodiversity and bird habitat, and convenient bus access.


