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1. definition of the indirect costs of research, along with concrete examples of the types of expenses 

incurred by the institution in managing the research funded:  

Research funding provided through the granting agencies (the Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research (CIHR), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC), and the Social 

Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)) is generally limited to direct project costs (e.g., 

research equipment, research assistant salaries, etc.).  Institutions whose researchers receive 

funding for research also incur costs to manage their research enterprise. These are often called 

͞ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘͟� These costs include, for example, the costs of maintaining modern labs 

and equipment; costs of providing researchers with access to up-to-date knowledge resources; costs 

of managing and administering research; costs of meeting regulatory and ethical requirements; and 

costs of transferring research results to knowledge users. 

Examples of the types of expenses incurred at Dalhousie University and affiliate hospitals in 

managing the research funded are: 

¶ research space facility fees, e.g., custodial, maintenance, security, utilities and 

insurance, and research equipment maintenance 

¶ electronic data access and resources including technical support, e.g., portion of library 

operating costs 

¶ Research SĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͛�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌƐŝŐŚƚ 

¶ regulatory compliance including human and animal ethics certifications and research 

integrity and scholarly misconduct services 

¶ research commercialization and intellectual property services and support through the 

Office of Commercialization and Industry Engagement 

 

  

2. description of the Research Support Fund (RSF) program and Incremental Project Grant stream of the 

RSF program, and link to the program’s website: 

 

The federal government Research Support Fund program assists Canadian postsecondary 

institutions and their affiliated research hospitals and institutes with the indirect costs associated 

with managing the research funded by the three federal research granting agencies:  

 

¶ the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR); 

¶ the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC); and 

¶ the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

http://www.cihr.gc.ca/
http://www.cihr.gc.ca/
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/
http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/index-eng.aspx
http://www.cihr.gc.ca/
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/
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Every year, the federal government invests in research excellence in the areas of health sciences, 

engineering, natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities through its three granting agencies.  

The Research Support Fund program reinforces this research investment by helping institutions 

ensure that their federally funded research projects are conducted in world-class facilities with the 

best equipment and supports available.  

Research funding provided through the granting agencies (CIHR, NSERC and SSHRC) is generally 
limited to direct project costs (e.g., research equipment, research assistant salaries, etc.).  
Institutions whose researchers receive funding for research also incur costs to manage their 
research enterprise.  dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽĨƚĞŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�͞ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘͟� These costs include, for 
example, the costs of maintaining modern labs and equipment; costs of providing researchers with 
access to up-to-date knowledge resources; costs of managing and administering research; costs of 
meeting regulatory and ethical requirements; and costs of transferring research results to 

http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/apply-demande/index-eng.aspx
http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/index-eng.aspx
https://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/apply-demande/ipg-sps-eng.aspx
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3. list of Dalhousie University affiliated institutions:   

 

¶ Nova Scotia Health Authority 

¶ IWK Health Centre 

See attached Affiliated Organizations Validation Form. 

 

4. overview of how the institution allocates its grant funds under each of the five categories:  

The Research Support Fund Grant is included as a revenue source to the University Operating 

http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/apply-demande/index-eng.aspx#affiliated
http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/administer-administrer/expenditures-depenses-eng.aspx
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Research Support Fund ($8,476,827): 
 

Research facilities 
 

$2,980,432 
 

Research resources $1,220,245 
 

Management and administration of an 
ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ 
 

$3,505,645 
 

Regulatory requirements and accreditation $646,018 
 

Intellectual property and knowledge mobilization $124,487 
 

 

Incremental Project Grant ($1,410,304): 
 

Research facilities 
 

$1,228,795 

Research resources 
 

$17,465 

Management and administration of an 
ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ 
 

$164,044 

 

Research Security ($601,187): 
 

Research resources 
 

$302,408 

Management and administration of an 
ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ 
 

$298,779 

 

Setting and reporting on institutional performance objectives 

5. Identify institutional performance objectives for the grant. Objectives should be in accordance with 

how the institution chooses to invest its grant in either one, several or all five of the eligible 

expenditure categories, and must include corresponding indicators and target outcomes: 

 

  

http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/administer-administrer/expenditures-depenses-eng.aspx
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Research Support Fund 

2023 - 2024 

Eligible 
expenditure 

category 
 

Output (investment 
or expense of RSF 

grant funds) 

Performance 
Objective 

Performance 
Indicator 

Target 
Outcome 

Research facilities 
 
 
 
 

Support for Core 
Facilities 

Promote development 
growth of Core 
research facilities and 
multi-user space 

Core Facilities offer 
centralized research 
equipment and expert 
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Incremental Project Grant 

2023 - 2024 

Eligible 
expenditure 

category 
 

Output (investment 
or expense of RSF 

grant funds) 

Performance 
Objective 

Performance 
Indicator 

Target 
Outcome 

Research facilities 
 
 
 

Deferred maintenance 
undertaken in the Life 
Sciences Centre (LSC) 
 

Support and improve 
research capacity 

Research space is 
renewed with 
continued adherence 
to safety standards 
 
 

Research space is 
renewed to provide a 
safe environment to 
support important 
research priorities 

Research facilities 
 
Research resources 
 
Management and 
administration of an 
ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
enterprise 
 

Creation of a Data 
Handling, 
Advancement, and 
Transformation Centre 
(IWK Health Centre)




